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FRENCH  LEAF  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
DOWN  10  PERCENT 

French  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first  half  of 
1957 ,  totaling  33 • 6  million  pounds,  were  10  percent  below  the  January- 
June  1956  level  of  37.3  million.    The  decline  was  the  result  of  reduced 
takings  from  Algeria  and  other  franc-zone  countries.    Imports  from  Algeria 
and  other  franc-zone  countries  were  8.3  and  .9  million  pounds,  respectively, 
below  the  first  6  months  of  last  year. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    France,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
January- June  1956  and  1957;  with  percent  change 


Country  of  origin 

i January- June 

I95O 

' January- June 

»              1  OCT 
195  ( 

Percent  change 
from  January- 
:    June  1956 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

Percent 

M67 

\  6,0^7 

+ 

:  k,k95 

:  3,165 

29.6 

,:  1/ 

:       h,yjh  : 

8,092 

:       6,769  : 

16.3 

:  1,071 

:       1,3^5  : 

+ 

17.9 

:  l,lkl 

^,351  ! 

+ 

281.3 

:  1,076 

775  : 

28.0 

:  1,55^ 

Fed.  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland. . . , 

:          1/  : 

i#5  ; 

:  10,887 

:       2,631  : 

75.8 

:  558 

562  : 

+ 

0.7 

:  ^33 

1/ 

lyklO 

1,W3  : 

+ 

2.3 

:  2,339 

1,728  : 

26.1 

:  37,323 

33,635  : 

-  9.9 

l/  If  any,  included  in  other. 

Source:  Statistique  mensuelle  du  commerce  exterieur,  six  premiers  mois  de 
1957. 


Imports  of  U.  S.  leaf  were  1.7  million  pounds  larger  than  the  January- 
June  I956  level  of  if. 3  million.    Increased  imports  of  Oriental  leaf  from 
Turkey  and  Bulgaria  more  than  offset  declines  from  Greece  and  Yugoslavia. 
Imports  from  Brazil  rose  from  1.1  million  pounds  in  January- June  1956  to 
h.k  million  during  the  comparable  period  in  1957,  while  takings  from 
Colombia  and  the  Dominican  Republic  were  less  than  last  year.    Total  takings 
from  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  amounted  to  kk5,000  pounds 
during  the  first  6  months  of  1957 •    (Continued  on  p.  k) 
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Average  reported  prices  that  the  French  Tobacco  Monopoly  paid  for 
imported  leaf  from  various  countries,  in  terms  of  U.  S.  cents  per  pound, 
during  January- June  1957  were:    Colombia — iQ.k;  French  Equatorial 
Africa — 29.6;  Algeria — 3^«6;  Brazil — 3^.9;  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland — 36. 7j  and  the  United  States — $6.2.    Prices  paid  for  oriental 
tobaccos  were:    Yugoslavia — 36. 1;  Bulgaria — *+2.7;  Greece — V7.2;  and 
Turkey— 53.5. 

GREEK  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  RECORD  HIGH 

Greece's  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  fiscal  1956-57 
(July- June)  were  at  an  alltime  high  of  lk0.6  million  pounds,  compared 
with  113.6  million  in  fiscal  1955-56.    Exports  in  fiscal  1956-57  were 
almost  50  percent  higher  than  the  1935-39  annual  average  of  97 .0  million 
pounds  and  about  25  percent  larger  than  fiscal  1955-56. 

The  average  export  price  per  pound  declined  from  the  equivalent  of 
66.7  U.  S.  cents  per  pound  in  fiscal  1955-56  to  59.0  U.  S.  cents  in  fiscal 
1956-57.    The  decline  in  price  is  attributed  to  the  low-quality  1955  crop, 
which  was  shipped  during  fiscal  1956-57*    Greece's  exports  of  tobacco 
represented  about  37  percent  of  total  foreign  exchange  earnings  in  fiscal 
1956-57. 

BRAZILIAN  LEAF  TOBACCO 
EXPORTS  UP  SHARPLY 

Brazil's  exports  of  leaf  tobacco  during  the  first  half  of  1957> 
totaling  25.7  million  pounds,  were  11.1  million  larger  than  the  January- June 

1956  level  of  1^.6  million.    Most  of  the  increase  occurred  in  larger  ship- 
ments to  Spain,  France,  and  Morocco.    Shipments  to  Spain  of  10. 7  million 
pounds  were  the  largest  since  1952. 

Average  reported  prices,  in  terms  of  U.  S.  cents  per  pound,  paid  for 
Brazilian  leaf  by  various  importing  countries  during  the  first  half  of 

1957  were:    Spain — 18.8;  France — 20.6;  Morocco — 25. 0;  and  the  Netherlands — 
25.7. 

TURKEY  CLEARING  TOBACCO  LEAF 
STOCKS  OF  PRIOR  YEARS 

Turkey's  1957  tobacco  crop,  to  be  sold  in  1958,  is  260.1  million 
pounds — somewhat  larger  than  expected  earlier.    Heavy  rains  increased  the 
yield  but  reduced  quality  below  that  of  leaf  grown  in  1956. 

Leaf  from  the  1956  crop,  being  sold  during  1957>  is  moving  well;  the 
expectation  of  lower  quality  and  higher  prices  for  tobacco  grown  in  1957 
is  encouraging  sales  from  prior  year's  stocks.    E.P.U.  (European  Payments 
Union)  countries  have  contracted  for  remaining  stocks  from  the  195^  crop, 
and  the  remainder  of  1955  tobacco  is  being  offered  to  the  same  countries 
as  payment  on  general  trade  balances. 
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DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  CONTINUES  TO 
PUSH  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION 

Tobacco  production  in  the  Dominican  Republic  totaled  U5.7  million 
pounds  in  1957.    Early  forecasts  for  the  1958  crop  are  for  about  50  million 
pounds,  depending  on  the  weather  and  the  success  of  the  government's  pro- 
gram to  increase  production. 

The  government  campaign  is  meeting  success  and  is  expected  to  be  a 
major  factor  in  increasing  future  crops.    Part  of  this  program  is  to 
encourage  larger  tobacco  acreages  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Republic, 
especially  in  the  Azua  and  Barahona  areas.    The  government  also  is 
attempting  to  stimulate  greater  use  of  fertilizers  on  tobacco  crops  and 
at  present  is  providing  tobacco  farmers  with  free  seedlings  to  insure  the 
planting  of  uniform,  acceptable  varieties.    It  may  have  to  provide  some 
form  of  credit  to  permit  the  greater  use  of  fertilizer. 

Relatively  good  prices  paid  to  Dominican  farmers  for  tobacoo  last 
season  are  another  major  factor  that  should  encourage  larger  tobacco  crops. 

CEYLONESE  LEAF  TOBACCO 
EXPORTS  DOWN 

Ceylon's  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco,  mainly  Jaffna  used  for 
chewing,  amounted  to  711,000  pounds  during  January-September  1957.  Exports 
for  the  same  period  last  year  were  923,000  pounds.    The  decline  is  attri- 
buted to  growers'  uncertainty  as  to  the  outcome  of  a  new  tobacco  pact  being 
negotiated  with  India. 

Under  the  new  agreement,  scheduled  to  be  signed  in  the  near  future, 
India  will  allow  the  import  of  8^0,000  pounds  of  chewing  tobacco  in  1958, 
and  Ceylon  will  permit  the  import  of  2  million  pounds  of  India's  manu- 
factured bidis,  bidi  leaf,  and  other  leaf  tobacco.    The  pact  provides, 
however,  that  after  I958,  exports  of  Jaffna  tobacco  will  be  reduced  20 
percent  annually.    Growers  of  Jaffna  will  be  encouraged  to  produce 
cigarette-type  leaf  for  the  local  market. 


CANADA'S  EMBARGO  ON  FOWL 
TO  CONTINUE 

The  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  announced  that  the  price 
support  program  for  fowl  is  to  be  continued  until  March  31,  I958.  Control 
of  imports  will  continue.    Producer  prices  of  fowl  are  being  supported 
at  23  cents  a  pound,  live  weight,  for  No.  1  birds  weighing  5  pounds  and 
over,  delivered  to  Toronto. 

Since  the  support  program  and  the  accompanying  import  embargo  were 
inaugurated  July  17,  the  Canadian  Prices  Support  Board  has  purchased  over 
6  million  pounds  of  fowl. 
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NO  CANADIAN  EMBARGO  ON 
IMPORTED  HONEY  LIKELY 

The  Canadian  Government  is  not  likely  to  impose  an  embargo  on  honey- 
imports.    This  statement  was  made  November  19,  1957,  in  the  Canadian 
Parliament  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture ,  who  explained  the  situation 
as  follows: 

The  1957  honey  crop  is  unofficially  estimated  at  31.2  million  pounds, 
compared  with  2^.3  million  in  1956  and  25.0  million  in  1955 • 

Imports  of  honey  from  the  United  States  into  Canada  during  January- 
July  1957,  inclusive,  were  2,958,7^1  pounds,  compared  with  1,590,3^1 
pounds  during  the  same  period  of  1956.    Of  this  total  almost  2.5  million 
pounds  entered  Canada  in  the  first  5  months.    Despite  increased  imports 
early  in  the  year,  Canadian  stocks  of  honey  on  hand  June  30,  1957,  were 
about  ^50,000  pounds  less  than  stocks  on  hand  June  30,  1956.  Unofficially, 
honey  imports  during  September,  October,  and  November  1957  totaled  less 
than  300,000  pounds,  while  imports  for  the  same  period  of  1956  were  over 
1.2  million  pounds. 

Prices  paid  for  bulk  honey  imported  at  Toronto  are  in  line  with  prices 
quoted  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.    The  delivery  duty-paid 
price  is  approximately  17  cents  per  pound,  which  is  the  same  as  the  price 
paid  for  domestic  honey  f.o.b.  Toronto.    Domestic  honey  prices  have 
remained  practically  unchanged  for  the  past  year  or  more. 


U.  S.  RICE  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  OCTOBER 

United  States  rice  exports  in  October  of  9^7,000  bags  (100  pounds) 
in  terms  of  milled  rice  were  down  from  the  1,1*72,000  bags  exported  in 
September.    Over  half  of  October  exports  went  to  Cuba,  and  29  percent 
to  Pakistan.    The  remainder  was  shipped  principally  to  Saudi  Arabia 
and  other  Arabian  States,  Canada,  and  Belgium-Luxembourg. 

The  bulk  of  October  exports  were  classified  as  rice,  milled,  contain- 
ing over  25  percent  whole  kernels.    Only  5,l8l  bags  of  rice  containing 
not  over  25  percent  whole  kernels  were  exported,  of  which  ^,931  t>ags  went 
to  Canada.    Of  the  29,923  bags  of  rough  rice  exported,  17,273  bags  were 
shipped  to  Canada,  and  12,650  bags  to  Cuba. 

Rice  exports  in  the  first  quarter  (August-October)  of  the  current 
marketing  year  totaled  2,798,000  bags,  compared  with  7,^77,000  bags  in  the 
same  quarter  of  the  year  before.    Eighty- two  percent  of  total  exports  during 
the  period  were  to  Cuba  and  Pakistan.    Other  principal  destinations  were 
the  Korean  Republic,  Saudi  Arabia  and  other  Arabian  States,  Liberia, 
Canada,  and  Belgium- Luxembourg. 
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RICE:    United  States  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified  countries, 
October  1957,  with  comparisons  1/ 


Country  of  destination 


August-July 

:  August-October 

:  October 

,    -1-7  ?0—  ?f 

!    IQKH  0  / 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

cwt. 

!  CWt. 

:  cwt. 

cwt. 

!  CWt. 

:  cwt, 

397 

s  376 

:  104 

:  66 

:  66 

:  34 

35 

!  33 

:  8 

:  0 

:  0 

{  0 

8 

i  137 

:  79 

:  5 

:  2 

5  4 

2,927 

:  4,054 

:  1,065 

:  991 

:  485 

521 

44 

:  1 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

5 

:  58 

:  3 

1/ 

:  2 

1/ 

28 

t  42 

!  10 

!  11 

:  3 

:  3 

191 

:  176 

!  U 

:  0 

:  LA 

:  0 

13 

:  3 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

32 

:  40 

:  1 

:  2 

y 

0 

0 

:  20 

!  20 

U 

:  0 

y 

148 

:  79 

:  33 

:  26 

i  7 

:  10 

3.828 

:  5.019 

:  1.367 

:  1,101 

609 

:  572 

285 

:  686 

:  304 

:  40 

:  40 

!  16 

78 

:  1 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

53 

:  20 

y 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

31 

t  50 

:  31 

1/ 

;  11 

:  0 

9 

:  16 

:  5 

:  4 

:  2 

:  2 

22  • 

58 

21 

:  10 

:  H 

:  10 

10 

39 

22 

4 

12 

3 

£88 

870  : 

383 

58 

79 

31 

215 

:  4,376 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

220 

:  10 

i  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

516 

:  5,424 

:  2,804 

!            0  : 

1,351 

:  0 

2,383 

:  109 

90 

:  1 

:            1  : 

1 

1 

:  2,746 

If 

:  121 

:  0 

:  0 

2,653 

4,372 

:  1,789 

1,295 

:  356 

272 

28 

:          20  : 

11 

:  0 

:  5 

0 

0 

\{J  207 

:  0 

{  0 

:  0 

:  0 

75 

:  98 

:  19 

l               30  ! 

9  : 

27 

y 

:  22 

!  15 

88 

!  15 

:  24 

3  : 

218  i 

218  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

35  ! 

8  : 

2  ! 

1  ! 

0  : 

0 

6.129  : 

17.610  ! 

4,948  : 

1,536  : 

1,737  : 

32£ 

39  • 

47  . 

9  ! 

15  ' 

4-  = 

2 

276  : 

2^8  : 

76  : 

82  ; 

37  : 

16 

625  ! 

0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

21  ! 

19  : 

7  : 

1  : 

4  : 

0 

26 

13  ' 

3  : 

5  i 

1  : 

2 

11,432 

23.826  : 

6.793  : 

2.798  : 

2.471  : 

947 

514  : 

288  : 

0  : 

0 

881  : 

2.139  : 

684  : 

277  : 

0 

12,827  : 

26,253  : 

7,477  : 

2,798  : 

2,748  : 

947 

Western  Hemisphere: 

Canada   

British  Honduras 

British  West  Indies  , 

Cuba   

El  Salvador   

Haiti   

Netherlands  Antilles 

Bolivia   

Colombia   

Venezuela   

Surinam  

Other  countries   

Total   

Europe: 

Belgium-Luxembourg  . , 

France   

Western  Germany   

Netherlands   

Sweden   

Switzerland   

Other  countries   

Total   

Asia: 

India   

Indochina   

Indonesia   

Japan   

Korean  Republic   


Philippine  Republic  . 

Ryukyu  Islands   

Saudi  Arabia   

Other  Arabian  States 

Turkey   

Other  countries 


Total  Oceania   

Liberia   

French  West  Africa   

Other  Africa   

Destination  not  specified 


Ground  rough  rice  for  animal  feed: 
Section  4L6  donations   : 


World  total   :  12,827 


\]  Includes  brown,  broken,  screenings  and  brewers'  rice  and  rough 
tilled  at  65  percent.  2/  Preliminary.  3_/  Less  than  500  cwt.  ij 
tract  with  International  Cooperation  Administration. 


rice  converted  to  terms  of 
Shipped  by  Army  under  con- 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census  and  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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BURMA* S  RICE  EXPORTS 
WELL  ABOVE  YEAR  AGO 

Burma's  rice  exports  in  the  January-September  period  of  1957  were  3>306 
million  pounds  in  terms  of  milled  rice,  compared  with  3,ll6  million  pounds 
in  the  same  months  of  1956.    Nearly  one-third  of  exports  was  to  India. 
Another  third  was  shipped  to  Ceylon  and  Indonesia.    Other  principal  countries 
of  destination  were  Japan,  Pakistan,  the  Soviet  Union,  and  Malaya. 


RICE:    Burma,  exports  by  country  of  destination,  January-September  1957  > 

with  comparisons 


Co unt TV  of  dps  "hi  na*hi  on 

:  Average 
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0 
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1/  Preliminary.  2/  If  any,  included  in  other  countries.  3/  Less  than 
500,000  pounds. 


Source:    Foreign  Agricultural  Service  and  Bulletin  of  External  Trade. 


December  16,  1957 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


9 


PAKISTAN  ENCOURAGES  PRODUCTION 
OF  WHEAT  AND  BARLEY 

To  popularize  wheat  and  barley  production  in  East  Pakistan,  the  govern- 
ment has  procured  50,000  maunds  of  wheat  seed  and  10,000  maunds  of  barley 
seed  for  distribution  to  growers  for  planting  this  winter.    (A  maund  is 
equivalent  to  82.28  lbs.)  East  Pakistan  has  produced  some  wheat  for  many 
years  in  the  Rangpur  and  Rajshahi  areas,  but  on  a  very  small  scale.  The 
distribution  of  seed  is  part  of  the  government's  effort  to  increase  wheat 
production  in  those  areas. 

IRELAND ' S  1957  MILK  PRODUCTION 
AT  NEW  HIGH 

Favorable  weather  for  pastures  through  the  fall  months,  coupled  with 
a  50,000-head  increase  in  numbers  of  milk  cows  and  heifers,  indicates  that 
Ireland's  1957  milk  production  will  reach  an  alltime  high.    Latest  official 
estimates  place  total  output  for  1957  at  about  6,100  million  pounds,  5 
percent  above  last  year.    In  the  absence  of  any  new  markets  to  absorb  the 
increased  output  of  milk,  creamery  butter  production  may  exceed  100  million 
pounds.    Under  the  present  pattern  of  utilization  this  would  mean  an  exporta- 
ble surplus  of  some  30  million  pounds  of  butter  during  1957. 

U.  K.  CANNED  MILK  EXPORTS 
HEADED  FOR  RECORD 

Evaporated  and  condensed  milk  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom  during 
the  first  9  months  of  1957  continued  to  exceed  last  year's  shipments  and 
appear  to  be  headed  toward  a  new  U.  K.  record  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
September  30,  1957) . 

Sweetened  condensed  whole  milk  exports  totaled  U8.5  million  pounds  during 
January-September  1957>  a  12-percent  increase  over  the  same  period  in  1956. 
Commonwealth  countries,  particularly  Malaya  and  Singapore,  continue  to  be  the 
United  Kingdom's  principal  markets,  although  other  countries  have  taken  5 
times  more  than  last  year. 

Evaporated  milk  exports  totaled  27.8  million  pounds  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  1957,  an  increase  of  77  percent  over  the  first  9  months 
of  1956.    Almost  10.9  million  pounds  of  I957  exports  were  shipped  to  Malta, 
the  United  Kingdom's  principal  evaporated  milk  market.    West  Germany,  the 
largest  market  outside  the  Commonwealth,  took  2.K  million  pounds. 

Condensed  skim  milk  exports  totaled  k.y  million  pounds  in  the  first  9 
months  of  1957,  a  20-percent  increase  over  the  corresponding  period  last 
year.    The  overall  increase  was  due  solely  to  a  rise  in  shipments  to 
Commonwealth  countries,  particularly  Hong  Kong,  which  has  taken  about  25 
percent  of  the  1957  export. 
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CANADIAN  BUTTER  PRODUCTION  RECOVERING 

Canadian  factory  butter  production  totaled  256.2  million  pounds  during 
the  first  9  months  of  1957 •    While  this  is  k  percent  under  production  in 
the  comparable  period  of  1956,  it  represents  a  gradual  increase  from 
earlier  in  the  year,  when  output  was  sharply  under  1956  ( see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  May  20  and  September  16,  1957) •    Fall  milk  production  this  year 
has  been  running  slightly  ahead  of  last  year,  with  most  of  the  increase 
going  toward  butter  manufacture. 

Butter  stocks  at  the  end  of  December  totaled  89.^+  million  pounds,  27 
percent  under  September  30,  1956.    The  apparent  per  capita  domestic  dis- 
appearance during  January-September  1957  was  15.6  pounds,  compared  with 
15.2  pounds  in  the  first  9  months  of  1956.    Butter  prices  at  Montreal 
averaged  61.25  cents  per  pound  in  September--^. 25  cents  more  than  in 
September  1956,  or  3.25  cents  over  the  support  price. 

AUSTRIA  HARVESTS 
SMALLER  WHEAT  CROP 

Austria's  1957  grain  production  was  about  6  percent  less  than  the  1956 
crop.    Not  only  was  the  outturn  smaller,  but  an  unusually  high  percent  of 
the  breadgrain  crop  was  of  low  quality.    The  smaller  crop  resulted  from 
lower  yields  than  in  1956,  with  total  acreage  slightly  larger.    The  slight 
increase  in  grain  acreage  was  due  to  a  small  increase  in  breadgrain  acreage, 
which  more  than  offset  a  slight  drop  in  coarse  grain  acreage. 

Rainy  weather  during  the  harvesting  period  in  late-cropping  areas 
caused  much  of  the  grain  crop  to  come  to  market  with  excessive  moisture, 
and  contributed  to  comparatively  heavy  marketings  during  the  first  part  of 
the  season,  since  the  damp  grain  could  not  safely  be  stored  on  farms.  An 
estimated  100,000  metric  tons  of  the  harvested  breadgrains,  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  will  probably  be  diverted  to  livestock  feed,  and  import  require- 
ments will  be  increased. 

Imports  of  high  protein  wheat  will  be  required  for  blending  with  the 
domestic  crop  of  soft  wheat.  Present  plans  call  for  admixture  of  35  per- 
cent of  imported  high  protein  wheats  during  1957-58  to  offset  exceptional 
softness  of  the  1957  wheat  crop  in  Austria. 

BRAZIL'S  WHEAT  HARVEST  LARGER 

Brazil's  wheat  harvest,  now  in  progress,  is  expected  to  be  well  above 
the  1956  crop.    Unofficial  forecasts  place  the  current  harvest  as  much  as 
15  percent  above  1956  production.    Moving  and  storing  a  crop  of  such  size 
presents  a  problem,  for  the  country's  transportation  and  storage  have  been 
inadequate  for  efficient  handling  of  recent  grain  crops.    Facilities  for 
storage  and  transportation  of  the  grain  are  reported  better  in  southern 
areas  of  the  country  this  year  but  are  not  considered  adequate  for  the 
increased  volume  expected. 


December  16,  1957 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


11 


The  commercial  availability  from  Brazil* s  1956  harvest  was  officially 
placed  at  about  28  million  bushels,  and  imports  for  the  season  at  about 
kQ  million  bushels,  indicating  consumption  of  about  76  million  bushels 
for  the  season  now  ending.    A  slight  cut  in  consumption  has  been  indicated 
for  the  past  2  seasons.    This  is  attributed  to  a  decline  in  real  income 
and  to  relatively  lower  prices  for  competing  foods. 


WEST  GERMANY  LIBERALIZES 
COARSE  GRAIN  IMPORTS 

West  Germany  has  recently  extended  its  new  grain  import  policy  to  in- 
clude coarse  grains  and  durum  wheat.    This  policy,  initiated  June  5  and 
originally  applicable  only  to  quality  wheat,  permits  West  German  traders 
a  choice  of  exporting  countries  from  among  a  number  specified  by  the 
government  and  permits  them  to  divide  predetermined  quantities  of  imports 
among  these  countries  as  they  see  fit  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
August  26,  1957).    All  grains  are  imported  by  private  traders. 

Under  the  old  system,  which  applied  to  all  coarse  grains  and  all  types 
and  grades  of  wheat,  the  Import  and  Storage  Agency  determined  the  quantity 
of  each  grain  to  be  imported  from  time  to  time,  the  grade  or  quality,  the 
country  or  countries  from  which  it  was  to  be  obtained,  and  how  much  from 
each.    The  new  policy  permits  weekly  imports  of  50,000  metric  tons  (1.8 
million  bushels)  of  quality  wheat  from  the  United  States,  Canada,  and 
Argentina,  and  allows  traders  to  divide  the  purchase  of  the  weekly  total 
among  the  3  sources  of  supply  as  they  wish. 

This  policy  now  also  covers  industrial  (African  white)  corn,  durum 
wheat,  industrial  oats  and  barley  (except  brewing  barley  and  malt),  and 
feed  corn,  barley,  and  sorghums,  although  the  quantities  and  the  groups  of 
exporting  countries,  as  determined  by  the  Import  and  Storage  Agency,  differ 
from  those  for  quality  wheat.    Non-quality,  non-durum  wheats  are  still 
subject  to  the  old  system. 

The  Import  and  Storage  Agency  recently  published  an  announcement 
permitting  weekly  imports  of  up  to  ^0,000  metric  tons  of  barley,  sorghums 
and  millet  from  the  following  countries:    Argentina,  United  States 
Australia,  Canada,  Sweden,  France,  Morocco,  Iran,  Iraq,  Syria,  Turkey, 
and  Yugoslavia.    However,  only  sorghums  can  be  imported  from  Yugoslavia. 
Purchases  were  to  begin  as  of  October  23,  and  the  delivery  period  is 
October  through  March.    Within  these  limitations,  traders  can  import 
these  grains  from  the  12  countries  as  they  see  fit. 

Traders  importing  under  this  program,  must  also  make  simultaneous 
purchases  of  the  same  grains  from  Federal  Government  Reserve  Stocks  to  the 
extent  of  one-third  of  the  quantity  imported.    The  Import  and  Storage 
Agency  expects  that  this  requirement  will  enable  it  to  dispose  of  200,000 
metric  tons  of  milo  and  100,000  tons  of  barley. 
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CHILE  INCREASES  WHEAT 
SUPPORT  PRICE 

The  Chilean  Government  has  fixed  the  support  price  for  the  1957- 58 
soft  -wheat  crop  at  5>571  paper  pesos  per  quintal  ($2.05  por  bushel)  bulk 
basis,  f.o.b.  Nunoa  Station,  for  deliveries  from  January  1  to  June  30, 
1958;  and  at  6,295  pesos  ($2.32  per  bushel)  for  deliveries  from  July  1  to 
December  31,  I958. 

In  paper  pesos  per  quintal,  the  initial  support  for  the  1957-58  crop 
represents  an  increase  of  hi  percent  over  the  initial  guarantee  of  3>950 
pesos  per  quintal  ($2.07  Per  bushel)  for  the  1956-57  crop.  It  is  lower, 
however,  than  the  7>000  pesos  ($2.57  P©r  bushel)  requested  by  producers. 
In  U.S.  dollars  per  bushel,  the  initial  1957-58  support  is  slightly  lower 
than  a  year  ago  because  of  devaluation  of  the  Chilean  peso.  The  govern- 
ment will  maintain  at  50  percent  the  wheat  rail  rebates  in  1958* 


U.S.  JULY-NOVEMBER  WHEAT  EXPORTS 
YJ.k  PERCENT  LOWER  THAN  YEAR  AGO 

United  States  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  first  5  months 
(July-November)  of  1957-58  are  estimated  at  l6l  million  bushels,  compared 
with  195  million  in  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago  --  a  reduction  of 
17.^  percent.    The  reduction  is  due  entirely  to  greatly  reduced  exports 
to  the  countries  of  Free  Europe,  where  an  alltime  record  crop  was  harvested 
this  year. 

Following  are  preliminary  estimates  in  millions  of  bushels  of  the 
quantities  taken  by  indicated  foreign  outlets  during  the  first  5  months  of 
the  current  marketing  season,  with  comparable  quantities  a  year  ago  shown 
in  parentheses:     India  k2.S  (9.5);  Japan,  21.1  (23.7);  Poland,  lk.6  (0); 
West  Germany,  9.1  (17.1),  Brazil,  8.6  (k.6);  United  Kingdom,  8.2  (1^.8); 
Netherlands,  3.2  (12.3);  Belgium,  0.9  (8.7);  Pakistan,  0.6  (7.7);  France, 
negligible  (22.2);  and  Greece,  0  (7.1).    See  table  facing. 

The  estimated  l6l-million-bushel  total  for  July-November  this  year  is 
based  on  official  figures  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  July-October, 
estimated  exports  through  November  for  relief  or  charity,  November  inspec- 
tions of  wheat  for  export,  and  estimated  November  flour  exports. 


U.  K.  EXPECTS  REDUCED 
BEEF  PRODUCTION 

Production  of  beef  during  the  last  quarter  of  1957  in  the  United 
Kingdom  is  expected  to  be  below  the  same  period  of  1956.    A  drop  of  12 
percent,  to  about  kkQ  million  pounds,  is  anticipated  for  the  October- 
December  period.    In  addition,  imports  of  Argentine  beef  during  the  last 
quarter  are  expected  to  be  about  11.2  million  pounds  below  imports  for 
the  comparable  1956  period. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-October  19c6  and  July-October  1957 


:  July-October  1956  :       July-October  1957 

Destination  :-  :  — :  

.  Wheat  .Flour  1/.    Total  .    *Jheat  .Flour  1/.  Total 

:  -  1,000  bushels,  grain  equivalent  - 

Western  Hemisphere: 

Central  America   :  1*61*  :    1,21*0  :    1,701*  :       562  :    1,503  :  2,065 

Cuba  :  861*  :    1,101  :    1,965  :    1,275  :    1,277  :  2,552 

British  West  Indies  ...:  -      :    l,0l*2  :    1,01*2  :       -      :    1,071  :  1,071 

Colombia  :  1,092  :         22  :    1,111*  :    2,219  :        210  :  2,1*29 

Venezuela   :  90  :    2,380  :    2,1*70  :       192  :    2,601  :  2,793 

Peru  :  1,326  :       118  :    1,1*1*1*  :       702  :       153  :  855 

Bolivia  :  1,091  :       1*29  :    1,520  :       -      :       318  :  318 

Chile    U,510  :          1  :    l*,5ll  s    1,968  :         68  :  2,036 

Brazil  :  U,556  :          1  :    1*,557  :    8,235  :          2  :  8,237 

Others   :  61*9  ;    1,1*62  :    2,111  :        331  :    1,325  :  1,656 

Total   :  11*, 61*2  :    7,796  :  22,1*38  t  15,U8U  :    8, 528  :  2q,012 


Eurcue:  :::::: 

Norway  :    1,009  :  319  :    1,328  :       -      :  21*9  :  21*9 

Denmark  :    1,301  :  -  :    1,301  :       7U*  :  9  :  723 

United  Kingdom  :  11,298  :  568  :  11,866  :    6,251*  :  306  :  6,560 

Netherlands   :    9,787  :  962  :  10,71*9  :    1,718  :  1,193  :  2,911 

Belgium-Luxembourg  ....:    7,615  :  7  :    7,622  :       705  :  6  :  711 

France   :  21,1*63  :  -  :  21,1*63  :        -      :  1*  :  1* 

West  Germany  :  13,817  :  60  :  13,877  :    6,917  :  28  :  6,9U5 

Austria   :    1,1*83  :  3  :    1,1*36  :        -      :  : 

Switzerland  :    2,070  :  2  :    2,072  :       1*18  :  -      :  1*18 

Finland  :    2,813  :  -  :    2,813  :       1*98  :  -      :  1*98 

Poland   :       -      :  -  :       -  :  11,1*63  :  -      :  11,1*63 

Portugal   :    3,7UU  :  18  :    3,762  :       288  :  15  :  303 

Yugoslavia                             780  :  5  :       785  :    1,596  :  2  :  1,598 

Greece   :    5,970  :  7  :    5,977  :-:-:- 

Others   :    1,386  :  26  :    1,1*12  :    1,331*  :  1*62  :  1,796 

Total   :  Wg%  ;  1,977  j  b^lj  I  3l,9o5  j  2,271*  :  3u,17? 

Asia:  :::::: 

Turkey  :        -      :  -  :        -  :    1,957  :  -      :  1,957 

Israel   :    1*,082  :  1*  :    1*,086  :    2,1*00  :  5  :  2,1*05 

India   :    5,907  :  1  :    5, 908  :  35,1*63  :  15  :  35,478 

Indochina   :       -      :  1,667  :    1,667  :       -      :  179  :  179 

Pakistan  :    5,127  :  2/  :    5,127  :       238  :  -       :  238 

Indonesia  :        -      :  1,366  :    1,666  :        -      :  29  :  29 

PhilipDines   :       -      :  1,830  :    1,830  :       -      :  3,351  :  3,351 

Korea   :    3,863  :  1  :    3,861*  :    2,571*  :  1*96  :  3,070 

Formosa  :    1,868  :  -  :    1,868  :    1,815  :  5  :  1,820 

Japan  :  16,581  :  550  :  17,131  :  16,867  :  663  :  17,530 

Others   :        908  :  1,200  :    2,108  :        638  :  1,306  :  1,91*1* 

Total  :  38,336  :  6,919  j  U5,255  j  61,952  :  6,01*9  j  68,001 

Africa:  :::::: 

Tunisia  :    1,502  :  -  :    1,502  :         52  :  5U  :  106 

French  West  Africa  ....:    1,270  :  5  :    1,275  :         19  :  -      :  19 

Ghana                                        -      :  1*61*  :       1*61*  :        -      :  61*3  :  61*3 

Western  British  Africa  :::::: 

n.e.c  :        -      :  639  :        639  :        -      :  910  :  910 

Other   :     1,078  :  932  :    2,010  :        709  :  583  ;  1,292 

Total   :    3,850  ;  2,01*0  :    5,890  :        780  :  2,190  ;  2,970" 

Oceania  :        I      :  TJ"!         TJ~:        -      i  LTT1  W 

Unspecified  3/  :        996  :  900  :    1,896  :        -      :  3,538  :  3,538 

World  total  7  :12*2,360  :  19,61*5  :162,005  :110,l2l  :  22,593  :  132,711* 


1/  Wholly  of  U.S.  wheat  flour.    2/  Less  than  500  bu.    3/  Includes  exports  for 
relief  or  charity  which  are  not  inc  Luded  with  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  figures. 
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AUSTRALIA  RAISES  INTEREST 
RATE  ON  WOOL 

After  December  1  the  interest  rate  on  post- consignment  -wool  shipped 
from  Australia  will  be  8  percent  instead  of  the  present  6  percent. 
Advances  on  wool  still  awaiting  shipment  will  continue  to  be  made  at  the 
previous  rate.    The  increase  is  reportedly  due  to  receipts  of  applications 
for  credit  from  overseas  buyers  who  have  to  pay  higher  rates  of  interest 
in  their  own  countries.    By  delaying  payment  of  Australian  accounts  these 
buyers  have  benefited  from  the  cheaper  6  percent  rate  while  processing 
wool  or  carrying  out  other  operations. 

NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL  EXPORTS  UP 

Exports  of  wool  from  New  Zealand  during  the  first  quarter  of  the 
1957-58  season,  July-September,  were  23  percent  higher  than  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  previous  season.    Total  wool  shipped  during 
the  respective  periods  was  179>980  and  1^+6, 169  bales. 

Most  of  the  increase  appeared  in  shipments  to  the  United  States, 
which  rose  from  27,586  to  ^8,0^9  bales.    Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom 
(up  from  68,951  to  75,709  bales)  and  France  (up  from  12,018  to  16,171 
bales)  have  also  increased  this  season. 

AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES  IRREGULAR 

Australian  wool  prices  in  November  continued  to  show  irregularity 
and  tended  downward,  especially  for  Merino  types.  The  easier  tendency 
in  wool  prices  reflects  general  economic  trends,  increased  bank  credit 
rates,  and  the  extension  to  the  wool  industry  of  generally  unsettled 
market  conditions.  Auction  prices  for  Merino  70' s  for  the  week  ending 
November  22  were  20  percent  below  a  year  ago,  while  Crossbred  50' s  were 
the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

During  the  first  k  months  of  the  1957-58  season,  July-October,  378 
million  pounds  of  wool  were  sold  at  an  average  price  of  67  cents  per 
pound  ( greasy) ,  compared  with  331  million  at  69  cents  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1956-57*    Exports  of  wool  for  July-September  totaled  2^6  million 
pounds  (greasy  basis)  valued  at  $178  million,  compared  with  218  million 
pounds  valued  at  $1^3  million  in  1956-57* 

SOUTHERN  RHODESIA  TO  LIMIT 
PORK  IMPORTS 

Permits  for  pork  and  other  hog  products  imported  into  Southern 
Rhodesia  are  to  be  limited,  according  to  an  announcement  of  the  Southern 
Rhodesian  Government.    The  measure  is  being  taken  to  protect  domestic 
hog  producers  who  are  now  able  to  supply  local  demand. 

During  1956,  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  dnd  Nyasaland  imported  about 
365,000  pounds  of  bacon  and  ham,  most  of  it  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa. 
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NORWAY  BANS  IMPORTS 
OF  PORK  FROM  DENMARK 

The  Director  of  the  Veterinary  Service  of  Norway  has  prohibited 
meat  imports  from  Denmark  as  a  result  of  recent  reports  of  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  in  Denmark.    The  sausage  industry  of  Norway  is  said 
to  have  anticipated  imports  of  100  tons  of  fatback  this  year,  of 
which  only  60  tons  had  entered  prior  to  the  embargo. 

The  United  States  is  a  large  exporter  of  fatback  and  has  large 
supplies  available  for  shipment  abroad.    However,  exports  of  pickled 
and  salted  pork  (the  export  category  which  includes  fatback)  to 
Norway  have  been  small  this  year. 


ARGENTINA  DIVERTS 
CATTLE  TO  CANNERS 

A  surplus  of  overweight  steers  in  Buenos  Aires  has  led  the 
Argentine  National  Meat  Board  to  authorize  the  use  of  heavy  steers 
for  the  production  of  canned  beef.    The  difference  between  the 
guaranteed  price  for  steers  and  the  price  paid  by  canners  will  be 
met  from  a  fund  created  from  a  3-percent  tax  on  meat  exports. 

At  the  same  time,  Argentina  is  limiting  exports  of  chilled  beef 
in  order  to  prevent  oversupply  and  price  reductions  on  the  United 
Kingdom  market. 

The  Argentine  Government  has  announced  its  desire  to  discontinue 
meat  subsidies  and  controls.    The  meat  trade  was  freed  from  many 
controls  in  February  1957;  and  all  guaranteed  prices  except  those 
for  steers  were  removed. 


JAPAN  TO  INCREASE 
LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTION 

Livestock  production  in  Japan,  which  has  increased  sharply  in 
recent  years,  is  to  receive  additional  aid  under  the  new  5-year 
plan  recently  announced  in  Japan.    As  Japan's  per  capita  income 
rises,  a  shift  from  grain  and  root  foods  to  animal  protein  is 
foreseen.    Although  this  protein  increase  is  expected  to  be  met 
in  a  large  amount  by  increases  in  dairy  and  fishery  products, 
meat  production  would  also  be  increased. 

Rapid  growth  in  all  major  classes  of  livestock,  except  horses, 
is  anticipated.    To  feed  the  increased  livestock  numbers,  more 
productive  pastures  will  be  required,  and  imports  of  feed  grains 
will  have  to  be  increased.    There  is  no  indication  that  Japan 
expects  to  increase  imports  of  meat  products. 
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Angola  has  established  a  Cattle  Commission  and  a  Promotional  Fund 
to  develop  production  of  livestock  for  domestic  consumption  and  export. 
The  Cattle  Commission,  composed  of  government  and  private  members,  will 
encourage  European  farmers  to  enter  the  cattle  industry.    The  commission 
is  specifically  authorized  to  take  a  cattle  census,  determine  areas  best 
suited  for  cattle  raising,  recommend  a  system  of  land  distribution,  and 
furnish  loans  to  ranchers.    Its  operations  will  be  financed  from  fines,  a 
slaughtering  tax,  and  a  subsidy.    Cattlemen  registering  for  this  scheme 
will  be  given  a  10-year  exemption  from  the  basic  tax  on  agricultural 
enterprises . 


PARIS  CLUB  AGREEMENT 
SIGNED  IN  BUENOS  AIRES 

On  November  25,  Argentina  signed  agreements  with  11  European  countries 
participating  in  the  Paris  Club  (multilateral  trade  and  payments  system). 
Signatories  were  the  United  Kingdom,  West  Germany,  France,  Belgium- 
Luxembourg,  Switzerland,  the  Netherlands,  Italy,  Austria,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
and  Norway. 

The  agreements  signed  were  bilateral,  but  together  they  constitute 
the  completion  of  the  multilateral  system  and  consolidation  of  Argentine 
debts  owed  the  participating  countries,  amounting  to  $377 .6  million  -- 
plus  $6U  million  owed  Japan.    Provision  also  is  made  for  settlement  of 
some  problems  relating  to  foreign  investments. 

CUBA'S  TRADE  WITH  COMMUNIST 
COUNTRIES  UP  IN  RECENT  YEARS 

Cuba's  exports  and  reexports  to  the  Communist  countries  were  valued 
at  about  $37  million  and  $15.7  million  in  1955  and  1956,  respectively. 
In  195^  they  were  only  about  $2  million. 

The  1955  and  1956  exports  consisted  mainly  of  sugar  sold  to  the 
Soviet  Union.    Czechoslovakia  also  took  significant  quantities  of  sugar 
in  both  years,  and  Hungary  imported  a  sizable  amount  in  1956.    The  Cuban 
Ministry  of  Finance  reports  $39 .7  million  worth  of  raw  sugar  shipped  to 
the  Soviet  Union  during  the  first  6  months  of  1957.    Despite  the  substan- 
tial sugar  shipments  to  the  U.S.S.R  in  1955  and  1956,  the  movement  reflected 
a  temporary  situation  due  to  shortage  of  Soviet  beet  sugar,  and  can  not  be 
expected  to  continue. 

Cuban  imports  from  Communist  countries  have  not  kept  pace  with  exports 
to  those  countries.    Imports  during  1955  and  1956  were  only  $1.3  million 
and  $2.6  million,  respectively.    Approximately  three-fourths  of  Cuba's 
imports  from  Communist  countries  in  recent  years  have  consisted  mainly  of 
glass,  crockery,  textiles,  and  metal  objects  from  Czechoslovakia. 
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U.S.  OCTOBER  EXPORTS  OF  GRASS  AND 
LEGUME  SEEDS  SHOW  UPWARD  TREND 

Grass  and  legume  seed  exports  in  October  increased  by  nearly  1  million 
pounds  over  September,  but  the  ^-months'  total  of  7,871,000  pounds  is 
6^8,000  pounds  less  than  for  the  same  period  last  year.    Alfalfa  exports 
dropped  in  October  while  "other"  grasses  showed  the  largest  increase. 
Largest  seed  shipments  were  to  France,  Italy,  Mexico,  Canada,  and  the 
United  Kingdom. 


GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEEDS:    United  States  exports,  October 
and  July-October  1956  and  1957 


Kind  of  seed 


October 


;  1956 

1957 

1956 

1957 

:  1,000 

I    1,000  . 

:     1,000  - 

1,000 

:      pounds  j 

pounds 

>      pounds  j 

pounds 

:  850 

s  373 

:  1,602 

:  2,187 

:  33 

:  66 

:         9k  : 

:  89 

:  728 

:  397 

:  1,806 

:  1,1^5 

:  3^ 

:  229 

:  1,566 

:  781 

:  52 

:  k2 

:  171 

i  13U 

:  5 

:  7 

7 

:  39 

:  51 

:  78 

:  90 

:  10k 

:  222 

:  252 

:  3Q7 

:  U15 

:  759 

1,279 

:  2,786 

2,977 

3,oM* 

:  2,723 

:  8,519 

7,871 

July  1-Oct.  31 


GREECE  STRIVING  TO  INCREASE 
FRUIT  EXPORTS 

As  part  of  a  plan  to  increase  Greek  exports  of  fruit  to  $^+0  million 
per  year,  the  Greek  Government  in  cooperation  with  the  Agricultural  Bank 
of  Greece  plans  to  open  offices  in  London  and  Hamburg  soon.    Expansion  of 
the  office  already  operating  in  Munich  is  also  planned. 

Earnings  from  the  sale  of  Greek  fruits  and  vegetables  abroad  rose 
from  $U  million  in  1955  to  $7.3  million  in  1956,  and  are  expected  to  total 
about  $11  million  this  year.    Main  export  commodities  are  citrus,  peaches, 
apples,  apricots,  grapes,  currants,  and  raisins.    Chief  customers  are  the 
United  Kingdom,  West  Germany,  Austria,  and  Yugoslavia. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  OCTOBER 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  October  1957  were 
50^,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross  (U81+,000  running  bales).    This  was  an 
increase  of  28  percent  from  September  exports  of  39^,000  balee,  although 
considerably  below  October  1956  exports  of  623*000  bales. 

Cotton  exports  during  August-October  1957  were  1,2^9*000  bales  of 
500  pounds  gross  (1,199*000  running  bales).    This  is  a  decline  of  21 
percent  from  exports  of  1,589*000  bales  in  the  first  3  months  of  the 
1956-57  season  (see  table  facing). 

Sharpest  declines  were  in  exports  to  Italy  and  France.  Reduced 
quantities  also  were  shown  for  Korea,  India,  Spain,  Japan,  Canada,  and 
the  Netherlands,  partially  offset  by  increased  movement  to  Poland,  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  Sweden. 

Sales  under  the  1957-58  cotton  export  program  by  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation,  for  export  between  August  16,  1957*  and  July  31*  1958 } 
totaled  k,llk}Ql6  running  bales  as  of  December  3*  1957-    The  average  selling 
price  on  December  3*  Middling  1  inch,  average  location,  was  28. 19  cents 
per  pound,  compared  with  27.81  cents  per  pound  on  November  12.    Sales  under 
the  export  program  will  be  held  every  3  weeks  hereafter  until  February  h, 
1958,  after  which  they  will  be  held  every  2  weeks. 

PANAMA  HAS  NEW  TARIFF 
AND  CUSTOMS  CODE 

A  new  Panamanian  tariff  and  customs  code  will  be  effective  January  1, 
1958.     It  incorporates  numerous  changes  in  duty  rates  and  classification 
of  import  commodities.    The  rates  are  higher  for  imported  products  that 
compete  with  the  products  of  national  industries.    Luxury  items  and  other 
goods  classed  as  non-essential  are  subject  to  high  rates,  but  items  for 
tourists  and  those  necessary  for  establishing  and  operating  domestic  in- 
dustries have  a  generally  lower  rate,  or,  in  some  instances,  are  duty  free. 
Most  products  on  the  new  schedule  are  subject  to  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty 
levied  on  the  f.o.b.  value  of  the  merchandise.    A  few  items  are  subject 
to  specific  rates. 

As  an  example  of  the  protective  measures  adopted  for  national  indus- 
tries, the  duty  on  tomato  juice  is  raised  from  2  cents  to  36  cents  per 
kilo,  tomato  soup  from  16  to  h"J  cents  per  kilo,  tomato  sauce  from  26  to 
75  cents  per  kilo,  and  tomato  paste  from  36  to  85  cents  per  kilo.  The 
rice  duty  has  been  increased  from  8  to  20  cents  per  kilo,  and  duty  on 
corn  from  3z  ^°  ^0  cents  per  kilo.    Fertilizers,  however,  have  been  placed 
on  the  free  list  to  assist  agricultural  development.    The  present  duty  is 
8  percent.    Cattle  for  breeding  purposes  are  also  on  the  free  list. 


There  is  no  reciprocal  trade  agreement  between  the  United  States  and 
Panama.    Panama  is  not  a  member  of  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade. 
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COTTON:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination,  averages  1935-39 
and  19U54i9,  annual  1955  and  1956,  August-October  1956  and  1957 

 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of 
destination 


Year  beginning  August  1 


Average 
1935-39:  19U5-U9 


1955 


1956 


August-October 


1956 


:  1,000 

:  bales 

Austria  :  0 

Belgium  :  169 

Denmark  :  33 

Finland  :  35 

France  :  662 

Germany,  West  :  511 

Italy  :  1*1*2 

Netherlands  :  107 

Norway  :  17 

Poland  and  Danzig....:  180 

Portugal  :  36 

Spain  :  108 

Sweden  :  115 

Switzerland  :  11 

United  Kingdom  :  l,3l*6 

Yugoslavia  :  17 

Other  Europe  :  3/  96 


Total  Europe....!  3,885 


Canada  

Cuba  

Israel  

Hong  Kong  

India  

Indonesia  

Korea,  Rep.  of  

Japan  

Philippines,  Rep.  of. 

Taiwan  (Formosa)  

Bolivia  

Chile  

Colombia  

French  North  Africa.. 

Australia  

Other  countries  


301 
11 

52 

I 

1,11*2 
2 

®u 

9 
20 

1/ 

9 

7/  151* 


Total  500-lb.  bales.!  5,589 


Total  running  bales . |  5,300 


1,000 
bales 

131 
11* 
21 
575 
3l*o 
1*89 
131 
7 
69 

&c 
69 

12 

26 

U88 

1*7 

1*/  90 


1,000 
bales 

— IB" 

30 
3 

16 
178 

71* 
105 

17 

2/ 

1 

5 

11*3 

10 
31* 
153 
109 
5 


1,000 
bales 
~% 
337 
25 
33 
1*33 
1,061 
720 
260 
21 
27 
91 
171* 
111 
121 

1,050 
H*l 

38 


1,000 
bales 
13 
72 
5 
16 
11*6 
189 
229 
1*9 
3 
0 
25 
1*1 
16 
35 
178 
2 


2,51*5 


881 


1*,697 


1,020 


275 
16 
5 

35 
86 

5 

6/ U8 
585 
1* 
1 

2 
20 
21* 
1* 
7 

8/  1*03 


75 
11 
15 
1*5 

9 

15 
135 
873 
12 
121* 
13 
11* 
27 
6 
28 
37 


380 
31 
19 
95 

301 

1*3 
220 
1,588 
36 
161 
11 
Ik 
52 
17 
81 

9/  107 


87 
9 
1* 
H* 
58 
11 
62 
235 
10 
5 

2/ 

20 
19 
3 

15 
17 


1*,065 


2,320 


7,913 


1,589 


3,917 


2,215 


7,593 


1,526 


1/  U-year  average.    2/  Less  than  500  bales.    3/  Includes  Czechoslovakia 
657    h/  Includes  Czechoslovakia  57  and  Greece  21.    5/  If  any,  included  in 
other  countries.    6/  3 -year  average.    7/  Includes  China  117,  and  French 
Indochina  22.    8/  Includes  China  li.01.  ""j?/  Includes  Pakistan  28,  Union  of 
South  Africa  3l7  and  Uruguay  15. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Jureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  AMERICAN- 
EGYPTIAN  COTTON  AT  LOW  LEVEL 

Exports  of  American-Egyptian  cotton  were  only  53  bales  in  October 
1957,  compared  with  56  bales  in  September,  but  10, 36k  bales  in  October 
1956.    Exports  during  August-October  I957  were  208  bales,  compared  with 
20,800  in  the  same  months  a  year  ago.    Limited  availability  of  this 
type  for  export,  as  well  as  price  differentials  in  foreign  markets  are 
principal  causes  of  the  decline  in  exports. 


TURKEY  RAISES  MAXIMUM 
PRICES  FOR  COTTON 

The  Government  of  Turkey,  by  decree  of  November  28,  1957,  has 
increased  the  maximum  prices  for  cotton  from  those  fixed  November  17 
at  support  price  levels  (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  December  8,  1957). 

The  revised  maximum  prices,  about  17  percent  above  support  level, 
are:    Acala  1-A.  Aegean  area  (Izmir)  ^50  kurus  per  kilo  ( 72.90  U.  S. 
cents  per  pound);  Cukurova  (Adana)  V35  kurus  per  kilo  (70.^7  cents  per 
pound) .    The  decree  also  states  that  these  prices  will  be  the  basis 
for  cotton  yarn  and  textile  prices. 


CANADA'S  COTTON  IMPORTS 
UP  IN  1956-57 

Canada's  cotton  imports  for  August-July  1956-57  amounted  to  about 
^00,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross),  or  about  6  percent  above  imports  of 
377,000  bales  in  1955-56.    Imports  of  United  States  cotton  were  378,000 
bales,  or  about  9k  percent  of  the  total  in  1956-57,  compared  with  98,000 
bales,  or  26  percent,  in  1955-56.    Imports  of  Mexican  cotton  amounted  to 
15,000  bales,  or  about  k  percent  of  the  total  in  1956-57,  decreasing 
sharply  from  259,000  bales,  or  69  percent,  in  1955-56.    Small  quantities 
were  also  imported  in  1956-57  from  Peru,  India,  and  Pakistan. 

Mills  consumed  372,000  bales  in  1956-57,  about  3  percent  below  the 
385,000  bales  used  in  1955-56.    Canadian  mills  began  the  1957-58  season 
at  nearly  the  same  rate  as  in  the  past  two  seasons,  and  requirements 
were  largely  covered  until  the  end  of  December- -almost  entirely  with 
United  States  cotton. 

The  demand  for  cotton  textiles  was  at  an  alltime  high  during 
1956-57.    This  is  attributed  to  a  high  employment  level,  improved  agri- 
cultural income,  and  generally  high  economic  activity  in  most  parts  of 
Canada. 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957  were  65,000  bales,  up  62  percent 
from  stocks  of  i+0,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier. 
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EGYPT  INCREASES  COTTON 
PRODUCTION  IN  1957-58 

Egypt's  cotton  production  is  expected  to  reach  1,797*000  bales  (500 
pounds  gross)  in  1957-58,  according  to  the  second  official  estimate 
released  December  2,  1957.    This  is  an  increase  of  20  percent  over  the 
1956-57  crop  of  1,1+92,000  bales.    Most  of  the  increase  is  in  the  extra- 
long  staple  varieties,  Karnak  and  Menoufi,  and  the  long  staples  such  as 
Ashmouni  and  other  similar  varieties.    Production  of  the  medium-long 
staple  Giza  cotton  is  expected  to  decline. 


COTTON:    Egypt,  production  by  staple  length  and  variety,  final 
estimate  1956-57 >  and  second  estimate  1957-58 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Staple  length  and  : 
principal  variety                 :  1956-57 

:  1957-58 

:  Percent 
:  change 

:  1,000 
:  bales 

Extra-long  staple,  over  1-3/8":  : 
Medium-long  staple,  over  l-l/V;  : 
Long  staple,  over  1-1/8":                     :  < 

:  1,000 
:  bales 

803 

257  . 
703  : 

:  +31 
•  -6 

+22 

1,763  : 
3+  : 

+21 
-3 

•  1 

1,797  ! 

+20 

Source;    Government  of  Egypt. 


VENEZUELAN-CANADIAN  TRADE 
PACT  EXTENDED  FOR  ONE  YEAR 

The  Official  Gazette  of  Venezuela,  November  8,  1957,  reported  that 
the  commercial  understanding  of  October  11,  1950,  between  Venezuela  and 
Canada  has  been  extended  for  another  year  to  October  11,  1958. 

The  trade  pattern  between  the  two  countries  has  changed  little  in 
recent  years.    Venezuelan  exports  to  Canada,  primarily  petroleum  and  its 
products,  were  valued  at  $Ul+.6  million  in  1956.    Venezuelan  imports  from 
Canada,  valued  at  $3+«9  million,  were  mostly  manufactured  goods  and 
foodstuffs . 

Principal  foodstuffs  imported  by  Venezuela  from  Canada  were  wheat 
flour,  $8.5  million;  preserved  milk,  $5-^  million;  oatmeal,  $1.1  million; 
eggs,  $8^2,000;  malted  barley,  $268,000;  and  wheat,  $180,000.    Canada  is 
the  United  States'  closest  competitor  in  the  Venezuelan  market  for  all  of 
these  products . 
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SUPPORT  PRICES  FOR  COTTON 
HIGHER  IN  SOUTH  BRAZIL 

The  Government  of  Brazil,  by  decree  of  November  21,  1957,  has  increased 
the  guaranteed  cotton  support  price  to  farmers  for  the  marketing  year  begin- 
ning March  1,  1958.    The  guaranteed  price  for  seed  cotton,  basis  Type  5,  will 
be  170  cruzeiros  per  arroba  of  15  kilograms  net,  or  11.9^  U.  S.  cents  per 
pound.    This  is  13  percent  over  the  1956-57  guarantee  of  150  cruzeiros  per 
arroba,  or  10.53  cents  per  pound. 

The  decree  also  includes  a  guaranteed  minimum  price  for  lint  cotton  from 
the  1958  crop,  basis  Type  5,  of  516.03  cruzeiros  per  arroba,  or  36.2^  cents 
per  pound.    This  is  about  k  percent  higher  than  the  guaranteed  price  of  ^98 
cruzeiros  per  arroba,  or  3^*97  cents  per  pound,  for  the  1956-57  crop.  Con- 
version of  Brazilian  prices  to  U.  S.  equivalents  shown  above  is  at  the  official 
exchange  rate  for  cotton  of  U3.O6  cruzeiros  per  dollar. 

Actual  export  prices  of  cotton,  however,  are  fixed  by  the  Bank  of  Brazil 
in  U.  S.  cents,  with  the  minimum  base  price  subject  to  premiums  or  discounts 
according  to  the  currency  of  the  country  of  destination.    The  present  mini- 
mum export  base  price  of  28.^3  cents  per  pound  f .o.b.  Santos,  for  Type  5, 
South  Brazilian  cotton  was  fixed  October  8,  1957,   (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
November  k,  1957)-     Countries  with  convertible  and  limited  convertible  cur- 
rencies  are  granted  a  5 -percent  reduction  from  the  base,  making  their  present 
effective  base  price  27. 01  cents  per  pound  for  Type  5«    To  all  other  countries, 
the  effective  base  price  for  Type  5  is  29.85  cents  per  pound. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  SETS  1957-58  PRODUCER 
PRICE  AND  LEVIES  FOR  PEANUTS 

The  Oilseed  Control  Board  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  has  set  the  advance 
price  for  grade  S2  shelled  Virginia  Bunch  and  Natal  Common  peanuts  at  L^-2-lO-O 
($119.00)  per  short  ton  for  the  1957-58  marketing  season.    In  the  previous 
marketing  year,  Virginia  Bunch  were  LU7  ($131. 60)  per  short  ton,  and  Natal 
Common  were  1^5  ($126.00).    The  price  differential  in  the  two  varieties  the 
past  marketing  year — established  to  encourage  output  of  Virginia  Bunch  peanuts 
rather  than  the  Natal  Common  which  now  comprises  around  95  percent  of  the  total 
output--was  discontinued  since  it  failed  to  achieve  the  desired  results. 

The  Control  Board  adds  a  regular  levy  ind  a  special  levy  to  the  producer 
price  to  establish  a  selling  price  for  the  peanuts.    The  regular  levy,  assessed 
to  meet  expenses  of  the  board,  is  £0-10-0  ($1.^0)  per  ton  for  shelled  peanuts 
and  £0-6-8  ($0.97)  ?or  unshelled  peanuts,  both  the  same  as  for  the  previous 
marketing  season.    The  special  levy,  assessed  to  establish  a  fund  to  assist 
in  stabilizing  the  peanut -producing  industry,  is  L5-0-0  ($lU.00)  per  ton  for 
shelled  peanuts  andt3_6-8  ($9.37)  for  unshelled  peanuts.    In  the  1956-57 
marketing  season  the  special  levy  was  L3-0-0  ($8.^0)  per  ton  for  shelled  pea- 
nuts and  1,2-0-0  ($5.60)  for  unshelled  peanuts. 


December  16,  1957 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


23 


COTTON  EXPORT  PRICES 
INCREASED  FOR  NORTH  BRAZIL 

The  Government  of  Brazil,  through  the  Foreign  Trade  Department  of 
the  Bank  of  Brazil,  has  increased  minimum  export  prices  of  cotton  from 
North  and  Northeast  Brazil.    Two  increases  were  made  in  November  follow- 
ing October  31  reductions  from  the  original  prices  set  on  September  16, 
1957  (Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  November  h  and  27). 

Trade  sources  indicate  that  the  70,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross) 
originally  designated  as  exportable  have  been  oversold,  and  that  the 
recent  actions  are  to  insure  adequate  supplies  for  the  domestic  textile 
industry.    Minimum  export  prices  announced  November  20,  1957,  in  U.  S. 
cents  per  pound  f ,o.b.  shipping  port,  were: 


Serido 

Sertao 

Sertao 

Mata 

Type 

3k/ 36  ram. 

32/3I+  mm. 

30/32  mm. 

26/30  mm. 

2 

38.78 

36.50 

35.66 

3^.89 

3 

37.95 

35.66 

3^.85 

3^.07 

i* 

36.58 

3^.85 

3^.02 

33. 2U 

5 

33.^ 

33.36 

32.71 

31.77 

6 

29.63 

29.5^ 

28.97 

28.03 

7 

26.90 

26.78 

26.61 

25.83 

8 

25.2^ 

25. 1^ 

21+.97 

2k. 1Q 

9 

21*-.  70 

2I+.58 

2^.1+3 

23.6k 

Countries  with  convertible  or  limited  convertible  currencies  are 
allowed  a  5  percent  reduction  from  the  base  prices.    All  other  countries 
are  required  to  pay  a  premium  of  5  percent. 


PHILIPPINES  IMPORT  AND  CONSUME 
MORE  COTTON  IN  1956-57 

The  Philippine  Republic  imported  about  39; 000  bales  of  cotton  (500 
pounds  gross)  during  August- July  1956-57,  over  2\  times  imports  of  1^,000 
bales  in  1955-56.    Except  for  small  amounts  from  other  countries,  all 
imports  were  from  the  United  States. 

Mills  consumed  29,000  bales  in  1956-57,  compared  with  11,000  bales  in 
1955-56.    The  addition  of  5  new  spinning  mills  in  1956-57  brought  about  the 
sharp  increase  in  consumption.    A  total  of  7  mills  were  operating  during 
the  year,  with  an  aggregate  of  about  118,000  spindles.    Consumption  is  ex- 
pected to  increase  again  in  1957-58,  as  3  more  mills,  with  a  total  of  about 
30,000  spindles,  are  expected  to  begin  operation. 

Cotton  production  amounted  to  about  1,000  bales  in  1956-57*  Although 
this  was  a  substantial  increase  over  the  previous  year,  domestic  production 
is  still  insignificant  and  does  not  help  materially  in  supplying  the  expand' 
ing  spinning  industry.    Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957  were  15,000  bales, 
compared  with  ^,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier. 
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SUDAN  CUTS  COTTON  PRICES  AGAIN 

Heavy  sales  followed  Sudan's  latest  reduction  of  cotton  prices  Novembe] 
19.    Sales  during  the  first  week  of  December . were  about  1+2,000  bales  (500 
pounds  gross) ,  and  unsold  stocks  December  7  were  reduced  to  293,000  bales 
out  of  the  total  1956-57  crop  of  617,000  bales.    Picking  of  the  1957 -58 
crop  begins  in  January.    Price  reductions  of  major  grades  were: 


COTTON:    Sudan,  reserve  prices  per  pound  for  Sakel  and  Lambert  types, 

March  ih  to  November  19,  1957 


Grade  . 

1957 

reserve  price  l/ 

March  lh  ', 

May  31  ! 

August  23  '. 

November  2  \ 

November  19 

U.S.  cents' 

U.S.  cents' 

U.S.  cents' 

U.S.  cents' 

U.S.  cents 

Sakel:  : 

GS  : 

75.39  : 

62.63 

58.28  \ 

58.28  • 

56.5I+ 

XG2S  

7^.23 

61.18 

56.83  ' 

56.83 

5^.95 

G2S  

72.1+9 

59.73 

55.38 

55.38 

■  53.50 

XG3S  

70.75 

58.28 

'  53.93 

51.03 

:  50.02 

G3S  

67.56 

:  56.83 

:     52. hQ 

1+9.58 

:  1+8.71 

XGkS  

66.11 

•  55.38 

:  51.03 

1+8.13 

!+7.26 

Ghs  

6h.66 

:  53.93 

^9.58 

•  U6.68 

:  1+5.81 

Lambert : 

G2L  

61 .1+7 

51.61 

:  U6.10 

:  1+3.20 

:  ^3.20 

XG3L  

:  60.31 

:  50.1+5 

:  hh.9h 

1+2.  oh 

:  1+1.75 

G3L  

:  59.15 

U9.29 

:  ^3.78 

:  lj-o.88 

:  I+O.30 

XG^L  

:  57.99 

:  U7.8I+ 

:  ^2.33 

:  39.^3 

:  38.85 

l/  Prices  exclude  export  tax:    8. 70  cents  per  pound  prior  to  November  19,  1957 
1+.35  cents  per  pound  thereafter. 
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